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Religion in Canada (by age)
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Discovering the Need NS
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Questions (ltches to Scratch)

ma Demographics: (C&
e Measuring faith correctly? T e
mm Evangelism: e,
e Getting the message? NNING
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= Conversion:

e How does it really happen?
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Bible: Identifying the Gospel

* Gospels —the story of Jesus’s life, death, resurrection
* Jesus - “the kingdom is near” (Mark 1:14-15; Isaiah 61)

* Peter - Jesus’s life, death, resurrection (Acts 2:22-41)

* Paul - the story of Jesus (1 Cor 15:1-5, 2 Tim 2:8)
* Inclusion of gentiles in God’s people (Eph 3:6-8)
* Dodson, Unbelievable Gospel, 2014
- “What does the death and resurrection

of a first-century Jewish messiah have
to do with twenty-first-century people?”




Theology: Understanding the Gospel

e Death — Romans 1-4; Heb 10 — Jesus reconciles us with God
— dies for our forgiveness, renews relationship (Packer)

e Life — Col 1:15, Heb 1:1-3 — Jesus reveals God to us;
called to follow as disciples (Willard)

* Resurrection — 1 Cor 15 — Jesus reigns over new creation
2 Co 5:17 —we are part of it now (Wright)

e Keller, Center Church, 2012
—“Because the gospel is endlessly
rich, it can handle the burden of being
the one ‘main thing’ of a church.”




Aspects of Christ’s Death:

the Gospel: Priest Reconciles
’ (past, guilt)
> What resonates
with you?

Christ’s Life: Christ’s

» Howis Prophet Reveals Resurrection:

It good (bresent, King Reigns
news? Ignorance) (future, fear)



Mission: Communicating the Gospel

Transmission & translation

e Contextualization — Jesus’s individual conversations in John,

apostles’ sermons in Acts (M. Green)
* A. Walls, F. Buechner, J. Wesley

* Confrontation — identify their idols, o
worldview contradictions (Keller, Schaeffer) Sww

 Embodiment — show & tell (Mat 10), PR )
church must demonstrate truth (Newbigin) (N &




Aspects

of Mission:

> Which resonates
with you?

» What
examples
come to
mind?




Conversion: Receiving the Gospel

Conversion: Human response to God’s saving work

* Sociology — conversion as social conformity
» Stark — focuses on context, neglects content

* Psychology — conversion as an internal process
* Fowler, Rambo — identify stages & factors

* History — considering & compiling personal testimonies
* Kreider — early church: believing, belonging & becoming



Aspects of Belong:

. . Group
Conversion: Affiliation

» Which resonates (Sociology)
with you?
Believe: Become:

> Which one Internal Personal
Process Experience

do you see (Psychology) (History)
at play today?
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Listening to Stories
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Who? When? Where? Demographic Info

Decade of Birth Church of Baptism
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Why? Background Info

Origin, Challenges & Dislocation

Victoria Canada Europe South Asia East Asia
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Why? Background Motivators

* Challenges provided motivation
* Visible: Trauma, addiction, dislocation
* Underlying: Negative experiences, hardship, feelings

*Quest begun

* Seeking answers to questions
* Relational needs identified
* Encounters & experience with Christianity ®

*3 Aspects: social, conceptual, experiential




How? The Shape of Conversion

Conversion

Catalysts
Background Christian

Life

Motivators Results



How? The Process of Conversion

Factors at Stages

MOTIVATORS CATALYSTS RESULTS

®Social eConceptual eExperiential



So What? The Results

*The meaning of conversion

* Similar factors at play: relational peace,
behavioral improvement, ongoing learning

* Emotional, intellectual, spiritual, practical changes

*The takeaway message

* Christianity — process of change, finding
direction/purpose, a relationship with God

* God - “good, great, present”
* Gospel — salvation, change, relationship, Jesus




Gospel Orientation
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What Next?

Learning to Listen Well

Patience with the Process

Gospel Contextualization
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Questions & Discussion
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